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time but in the novel at least (since the novel is a picture of society) , he must deal with the emotions arising out of these activities otherwise he will not be read George Eliot was the last of the great novelists to be read by the mass of readers, and it is with Meredith and Hardy that begins the decline of the novel as an intellectual force acting on the great body of public opinion Neither was as close to the common life of the people he portrayed as his great predecessors were
The removal went on progressively with George Moore and Henry James, the former a considerable artist, the latter a supreme master of form It is sometimes said that they thought too much about their art, which is nonsense An artist cannot think too much about his art, but he can think too exclusively about certain aspects of life Moore, rightly impressed by the achievement of Flaubert, tried to paint in Flaubert's manner with far less general colours, and on a smaller canvas He is sometimes exquisite, but he mistook the nature of Flaubert's realism There is a certain morbidity about The Mummer's Wife, too petty a sensuality about Evelyn Inne$> to make them sufficiently universal as works of art He lacked Flaubert's robustness and is at times "mnety-ish". He had, however, an accurate sense of form, so that his novels do precisely what he wanted them to do, but in his praiseworthy effort to exclude, he left out too much The same may be said of his prose It is often lovely chamber-music (though the modulations sustained by "and" tend to become wearisome), but it is not the full orchestra of Meredith * The atmosphere is often "boudoir" as opposed to the moorland breeze of the creator of Cecilia Halkett and Beau-champ His later work, however, is on a larger and pro-founder scale The Brook Kenth^ an agnostic but sympathetic imaginary life of Chnst, and Hiloist and, Abelard, are not only monuments of delightful craftsmanship, but also probe into human emotions and motives, they betray deeper sympathies than his earlier work, and have an atmosphere of mellowness His appeal will never be to a very w}de audience, but
* Mr G M* Young has called it "ribbon development"
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